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I. Questions to GMO companies: General  
 

1. Q: May we get a copy of/receive the presenters’ power points? 
 

2. Q: Why don’t you hire independent researchers and scientists to conduct the 
research studies?  
A: Some studies are done by third parties, all studies are subject to rigorous review.  

-FP   
 

3. Q: What studies are available/accessible that are not funded by the biotech 
industry?  Where are they available?  
A: The European Union has done studies on GMO’s and found them to be safe.  

Search Anne Glover, Chief Scientific officer of the European Commission in a 
recent interview in EurActiv.  –FP 

 
4. Q: As I understand it, changing the DNA of a plant changes one or more of the 

proteins it produces. What studies are there on how those novel proteins affect 
humans? (Or if no human research available, then please mention studies on 
animals.) Do any studies mention inflammatory or allergic response in humans or 
animals? What do they say?   
A: All biotech crops undergo testing for safety in model systems (mice, rats, fish, 

some large animals, etc.)  Allerginicity and other potential responses are 
evaluated.  –FP 

 
5. Q: Do you use gene guns in your genetic engineering practices?   

A: Gene guns are not used currently.  –FP 
 

6. Q: How and why do so many former Monsanto employees work for the FDA, USDA 
and EPA?  
A: Very few Monsanto employees currently work in the Federal Government.  –FP 
 

7. Q: How does your company support biodiversity? 
 

8. Q: For Fred Perlak:  Do you feel Monsanto is responsible for the 200,000+ farmers 
who took their own lives by drinking Round Up between 1997-2010?  
A: That is not true.  Roundup is a safe herbicide with no acute or long term toxicity 

by inhalation or ingestion.  –FP 
 



9. Q: For Mark Phillipson:  Where is the “considerable” data/evidence/research that 
proves GMO’s are safe to consume? 

 
10. Q: For Monsanto (Fred Perlak):  If the goal of GMO is to increase production 

towards ending hunger, why prevent farmers from saving seeds?  
A: Corn seeds are hybrids and saving corn will not improve yield because the seed 

will revert back to the parental types and be less “fit” than the hybrid.  No one in 
the US saves corn seed.  Farmers have a choice –if they would like to save their 
seed, they can purchase varieties that are conventional.  The vast majority of US 
growers choose to purchase biotech seed (90% of soy, and cotton are biotech).  
–FP 

 
11. Q: For Pioneer (Cindy Goldstein):  Why has the European Union banned the use of 

GMO, GBH in dairy production? 
 

12. Q: For Pioneer (Cindy Goldstein):  Does insertion of genetic material via 
agribacterium occur naturally in nature? 

 
13. Q: For Pioneer (Cindy Goldstein):  Why have small farmers in countries such as 

India refused to purchase GMO crops such as BT cotton?  
A: Bt cotton is grown on over 80% of cotton acres in India.  –FP 
 

14. Q: For Pioneer (Cindy Goldstein):  How does an organic farmer utilize bacterium to 
develop resistant strains of crops? 

 
15. Q: For Syngenta (Mark Phillipson):  What environmental impact and public health 

studies are conducted prior to introducing GMO from lab to field? 
 

16. Q: For Pioneer (Cindy Goldstein):  What is the advantage of GMO vs. traditional 
hybridization? 

 
17. Q: For Pioneer (Cindy Goldstein):  Why introduce cross species genetics? 

 
18. Q: For Pioneer (Cindy Goldstein):  How long have humans been inserting genes into 

DNA of living organisms? 
 

19. Q: For Pioneer (Cindy Goldstein):  How did we make the leap from saving seeds 
from crops displaying desirable traits to manually inserting/modifying DNA in a 
laboratory setting? 

 
20. Q: Do you yourselves eat GE foods?  And do you feed these foods to your children? 

A: Yes.  I consider it safer and better characterized than conventional or organic 
food.  – FP 
 



21. Q: Have you seen a decrease in sales in the 50+ countries where GE labeling laws 
exist?  
A: We do not sell food – we sell seeds and our ex-US sales continue to grow at 

about 10% per year.  –FP 
 

22. Q: Do you oppose to labeling GE foods?  Why?  Why don’t you label GMO foods if 
they are safe? 

 
23. Q: For Pioneer (Cindy Goldstein):  Have you seen the research of Arpad Pusztai? 

 
24. Q: Is it true that you have hired detectives on the mainland to find people with 

stock piles of corn seed and buy them?  
A: No.  –FP 
 

25. Q: What are the skills and education requirements of the Syngenta and Pioneer 
workforces? 

 
26. Q: How many employees of Syngenta, Pioneer and Monsanto are local citizens? 

 
27. Q: How can we find the corporate office diagrams, with names? 

 
28. Q: Which products are you looking to modify? 

 
 

II. Questions to GMO Companies: specific to nutrition and health 
impacts  

 

29. Q: Is it safe to consume pesticides that cannot be washed off?  
A: Biotech crops are safe.  –FP 
 

30. Q: What pesticides are safe to consume?  Where is the literature to support that? 
 

31. Q: Most of us are already eating GMO foods. What types of health issues would you 
have expected to see if there was a problem with consuming GMO foods?  
A: None, since there were no indications of any problems in the years of testing 

prior to commercialization.  –FP 
 

32. Q: What and where are the studies done on humans that prove there is no negative 
human health impact? 

 
33. Q: Why do I have an asthma attack when I drive by your fields?  

 
34. Q: Who decides which food will be modified?  What’s the process? 

 



 
35. Q: Is it more than a coincidence that the rates of autism and many other 

developmental delays started escalating about the same time GMO was introduced 
in the mid-1990’s?   
A: There is no link with GMO’s and autism.  -FP 
 

 

III. Questions to GMO companies: specific to land and environmental 
impacts 

 

36. Q: What are you doing to reduce run off of your pesticides and soil into our oceans? 
 

37. Q: If cross breeding is within the same species, how can you compare cross 
breeding with GE when you “bombard” the plant cell with bacteria, viruses and plant 
species? 

 
38. Q: Have any studies been conducted on 2nd and 3rd generation GMO and the impact 

to the surrounding eco-systems?  
A: It is part of the approval process at the USDA-biotech crops are constantly 

assessed for potential effects on the environment.  –FP 
 

39. Q: If GMO’s are supposed to be drought resistant, why aren’t they working with the 
current drought conditions on the mainland?  
A: Drought resistance as a trait in corn is in the early stage of development and 

there have only been limited trials of this new emerging technology.  –FP 
 

40. Q: During field development, if slants don’t do what you want them to, how are you 
assured they are destroyed before any cross contamination has occurred? 

 
41. Q: How many native Hawaiian plants can withstand exposure to your product?  

(Direct, pollenation, soil, water)  
A: There is no genetic exchange with corn or soy with any Native plants in Hawaii.  

–FP 
 

42. Q: If your crops are designed to lower pesticide use, why are so many of your 
GMO’s engineered to be resistant to insecticides necessitating farmers to purchase 
matching pesticides and fertilizers you also sell? 

 
43. Q: How much has total pesticide/fertilizer use decreased since introducing GMO? 

 
44. Q: Won’t bugs eventually evolve resistance with Bt?  Aren’t we eliminating that as a 

tool for organic and local farming? 
 



45. Q: Is it true that plants grown from your seeds are sterile unless they are sprayed 
with chemicals you produce?  
A: No.  There is no truth to this myth.  –FP 
 

46. Q: Can you explain the contradiction between claiming to decrease insecticide use 
and creating a crop that produces its own insecticide? 

 
47. Q: Who modified the carnation roses?  What happened to that plant? 

 
48. Q: What is GMO’s impact on bees and birds who eat GM products?  

A: These effects are studied as part of the approval process in the USDA and EPA.  
There are no effects on these organisms and that was established to obtain 
approval.  –FP 

 
49. Q: Do biotech companies offer their GE seeds to be studied by opponents?   

A: There is lots of independent study of GE products around the world.  -FP 
 
 

IV. Questions specific to policy and legislation  
 

50. Q: What regulation you feel is the hardest one to work with, and which members of 
Congress seem to be the most helpful to you? 

 
 

V. Questions: Other  
 

51. Q: How can we, the community, request for help or community assistance, knowing 
the companies want to do good community service?  Scholarships?  Grants?  For 
example, financial assistance with setting up and maintaining a community garden 
for the long haul? 
 

52. Q: How many former biotech executives are now in powerful positions in the USDA, 
FDA, and EPA?  Is Michael Taylor, former Monsanto Executive, now a food czar of 
the FDA?   
A: Michael Taylor worked for Monsanto for a few months in 1998.  Monsanto 

merged with a pharma company and Mr. Taylor moved on.  He has no 
connection with Monsanto.  –FP 

 
53. Q: How does increase yield apply to India when 125,000 farmers committed suicide 

because the Bt cotton crops they planted all failed multiple times as they got pushed 
into further debt for seeds and pesticides? 

 
54. Q: Is it true that President Obama appointed the head of Syngenta head of the 

Dept. of Agriculture?   



A: The head of the USDA is Tom Vilsack, the former Governor of Iowa.  He has not 
worked for Syngenta.  -FP 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


