
Waimānalo Values (draft 4/29/16) 
 

Summary of key values expressed during the initial meetings of Waimānalo’s Community Leaders.  The ideas expressed reflect the preservation 
and restoration of Waimānalo’s ahupua`a.  This is a draft - community input is needed. 
 

Values What We Preserve What We Build, Create, or Restore 

 
Culture, history, 
geography 

 

 Deep connection between geography and values 

 Native Hawaiian culture and values: `ohana, aloha, 
malama `āina  

 Historic and archaeological sites are unique to 
Waimānalo 

 Waimānalo’s physical geography is important – people 
move, places don’t 

 Pu’uhōnua in Waimānalo—creating and maintaining 
sacred and safe places 

 Courtesy/respect for neighbors 

 People are friendly, welcoming, kind 
 

 

 Each person has a kuleana to care for Waimānalo, to 
know and maintain Waimānalo’s values, and something 
to contribute to the shared community 

 Kuleana is the means by which we can perpetuate 
Waimānalo values 

 If we can document the community’s values and connect 
them with behaviors that promote the values, we could 
behave in ways, and promote behaviors, that will keep 
Waimānalo, Waimānalo 

 

Strengthening 
our people 

 Keep the commitment to education consistent over time 

 Cultural sensitivity starts with ourselves – with the 
homesteaders, and continues to the beach lots and 
visitors 

 When people move here, they become part of the 
community - one community - Waimānalo connects us all 

 Value the wisdom and contributions of kūpuna  
 

 Build the capacity of the younger generation  

 Take advantage of the diverse community 

 Network more efficiently to support each other 
economically and socially, and to get things done 

 Educate ourselves and our keiki about Waimānalo’s 
values 

 Cultivate cohesion; bridge the “us and them” mentality 

 Diminish the gap between haves and have nots (part of 
kuleana) 

 More effectively leverage our political power 
 

Agricultural 
lands  
 

 Working lands are valued 

 Agricultural lands generate local jobs 

 Protect agriculture from encroaching urban and 
“gentleman farm” uses 

 Preserve and use land for farming 

 Improve connections between healthy, local food  
production and farming 

 Grow food for local consumption 



Values What We Preserve What We Build, Create, or Restore 

 
`Ohana 

 

 Living with extended families in one home is common 
 
 

 

 Housing for kūpuna makes room for the younger 
generation and allows kūpuna to stay in the community 
 

Health and safety  Growing fruits and vegetables in backyards, and sharing 
healthy foods with neighbors.  

 Slow, relaxed, country lifestyle 

 Residents are courteous and considerate by allowing 
cars waiting on side roads access on to Kalaniana‘ole 
Highway 

 Pedestrian-friendly: accessing the beach from homes, 
respecting kūpuna walking across street for the bus, 
grocery shopping or health care 

 Keep the community clean and beautiful 
 

 Create an emergency evacuation route 

 Improve access during emergencies 

 Enhance pedestrian safety 

 Reduce vehicle speeds 

 Improve access to healthy, local foods and lifestyles 

 Improve the public health of the community 
 

Local businesses  Support local businesses that sell healthy foods, that 
allow Waimānalo residents to socialize, and that employ 
local people 

 Improve connections between local food production and 
farming 

 

 Use existing local businesses as examples for future 
businesses  

 

Managing growth 
to preserve 
resources and 
community 
character 
 

 The wisdom of kūpuna can help manage our resources 

 Maintain Mauka/Makai access 

 The ahupua‘a ties us to our indigenous values, it can put 
us all on the same page 

 Keep Waimānalo safe from overdevelopment 

 A narrow Kalaniana‘ole Highway that keeps vehicle 
speeds low and is easy for pedestrians to cross 

 

 Manage growth to protect and sustain natural and cultural 
resources 

 Teach our cultures, traditions, and best practices 

 Prevent potential unintended consequences 

 The focus should be on how we live, not what we show or 
advertise 

 Think globally, act locally 

 Focus on quality, not quantity  

 Eliminate cesspools that could contaminate resources 
 

 


